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I 

Criss Cross s t ands  on a  gent le  k n o l l  surrounded by c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d s  
' 

-and woodland and 1s reached by unpaved s t a t e  and p r i v a t e  roads. The house 
enjqrsan immcdi.atc environment whose c h a r a c t e r  has  changed l i t t l e  s i n c e  it 
ms b u i l t  l a t e  i n  t h e  seventeenth  century.  Although much a l t e r e d ,  t h c  
house r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  o v e r a l l  appearance and important  la te -seventeenth  
ccntury  d e t a i l i n g .  

The b r i ck  house is T-shaped i n  p l a n ,  and lilce nearby F o s t e r ' s  C a s t l e ,  
and the  Mather*. Jones llouse i n  Newport News, i t  was a  one o r  a one-and-a- 
h a l f - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  wi th  a  two-story s ingle-bay p r o j e c t i o n  i n  the  c e n t e r  of 
t h e  facade. The o r i g i n a l  wa l l s  a r e  Flemish bond wi th  g lazed  headers ,  con- 
s t r u c t e d  of unusual ly  t h i c k  b r i c k s ,  averaging 8 314" x  4 1/4" x  3 114". 
The x a t c r t n b l c  c o n s i s t s  of mixed Flemish and English bonds on t h e  main body 
of tlic house, w i th  predominantly Flemish on the  porch p ro jec t ion .  Much of 
the  brickwork of t h e  f r o n t  wa l l  of the  p r o j e c t i o n  has  been repl.aced, but  i t  

V) 
r e t a i n s  a  b e l t  course  t h a t  wraps around the  s i d e s  between thc  f i r s t  and 
second f l o o r s  and breaks upward on t h e  f r o n t p r o j e c t i o n  t o  emphasize t h e  m 
doorway. m 

The t h r e e  b r i c k  gab le s  were rep laced  wi th  wood i n  t h e  n ine teen th  - 
ccn tu ry ,  t h e  e a s t  end wal l  being completely r e b u i l t  i n  wood. A t  t h a t  time 
t h e  porch p r o j e c t i o n  was r a i s e d  s e v e r a l  f e e t  and given a  l e s s  s t e e p l y  Z 

pi tched  gab le  roof .  The b r i c k  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys a l s o  d a t e  from t h e  V) 

n ine teen th  century.  However,the o r i g i n a l  ones appa ren t ly  were i n  t h e  same I 
p o s i t i o n  s i n c e  t h e  i n t e r i o r  summer bean runs t h e  l eng th  of  t h e  rooms r a t h e r  
than being shor tened  bychimeys p r o j e c t i n g  inward. I n  t h e  same pe r iod ,  the 
e a s t e r n  h a l f  of  t h e  main body was r a i s e d  t o  two s t o r i e s .  The window openin s 
a r e  i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n s ,  bu t  t h e . t r i m  and sash  d a t e  from t h e  n 
n ine teen th  century.  Ex te r io r  r e s t o r a t i o n  i n  1953 removed t h e  a d d i t i o n  -I 
above t h e  porch chamber and r e tu rned  i t s  roof t o  t h e  approximate o r i g i n a l  - 
p i t ch .  Also dur ing  t h i s  r e s t o r a t i o n  t h e  frame second f l o o r  was removed 0 
from t h e  main body. The p i t c h  of t h e  western end of the  main roof i s  z 
bel ieved  t o  have remained unchanged, and Harden DeV. P r a t t ,  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  
a r c h i t e c t ,  found onc r a f t e r  i n  s i t u  t h a t  he be l ieved  t o  be o r i g i n a l .  The 
l a t e r  briclcworlc of t h e  f r o n t  wal l  of t h e  p r o j e c t i o n  was rep laced  wi th  new 
Flemish bond, a s  was the  frame e a s t  end. Wood was r e t a i n e d  a s  t h e  ma te r i a l  
of t h e  new g a b l e s ,  r a t h e r  than  r ebu i ld ing  them i n  br ick .  

. 
T r a d i t i o n  has  i t  t h a t  t h e  frame back wing was added i n  1790, and t h i s  

a d d i t i o n  appears  t o  have been r a i s e d  from one-and-a-half t o  two s t o r i e s  i n  
thc  second h a l f  of t h e  n ine teen th  century.  A s  p a r t  of t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of 
1953, t h e  back wing was encased i n  one s t o r y  o f  b r i ck  and given a  gambrel 

1 roof .  P r a t t  be l ieved  t h a t  he  found evidence of an o r i g i n a l  no r th  wing i n  

j t h e  briclcvrork of  t h e  n o r t h  wall .  Such a  wing, perhaps con ta in ing  t h e  

! 
o r i g i n a l  s t a i r ,  could have mirrored t h e  form of t h e  e x i s t i n g  porch chamber 
and formed a  genuine c r o s s  p l a n ,  b u t  no d e f i n i t e  evidence was recorded and 

! '  it can n o t  be s a f e l y a s s u m e d  t h a t  an o r i g i n a l  wing e x i s t e d  i n t ~ i s  loca t ion .  
! The o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  p lan  cons i s t ed  of a ha l l -and-par lor  on the  f i r s t  
? f l o o r ,  t h e  l a r g e r  room being entered  from t h e  enclosed porch chamber. With 
I t h e  1790 a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  en t r ance  f r o n t  was changed from t h e  south t o  the  

n o r t h ,  through t h e  new wing. A t  some p o i n t ,  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of t h e  la rge  
1 h a l l  room was p a r t i t i o n e d  off t o  form a  c e n t e r  h a l l  plan. The p a r t i t i o n  

1 was removed i n  t h e  r e c e n t  r e s t o r a t i o n  and t h e  main block of t h e  house was 
I . 
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The e x t e r i o r  of Criss Cross has s u f f e r e d  a number of a l t e r a t i o n s ,  bu t  
significant e x t e r i o r  f a b r i c  survived and the  bu i ld ing  has  now been re turned 
t o  i t s  gencra l  o r i g i n a l  appaarancc. A s  such, it is one of V i r g i n i a ' s  four  
e x i s t i n g  Tudor-Stuart  s t y l e  s t r u c t u r e s  wi th  porch p r o j e c t i o n s ,  t h e  o t h e r s  
being ncarby F o s t e r ' s  C a s t l e ,  t he  Mathew Jones House i n  Ncwport News, and 
Bacon's C a s t l c  i n  Surry County. The two s t o r y  porch p r o j e c t i o n  appears t o  
r c p r e s c n t  a major seventeenth and vcry e a r l y  e igh tcen th  century  Vi rg in ia  
bui ld ing  form. The i n t e r i o r  conta ins  e s p e c i a l l y  r a r e  period framing and 
d e t a i l s ,  t h e  hal l-porch door and p o s t  carv ing  being the  only such s u r v i v a l s  
i n  the  s t a t e .  

L i t t l e  i s  known about Cr i s s  Cross' e a r l y  h i s t o r y ,  bu t  according t o  
t r a d i t i o n ,  i t  was b u i l t  by George Poindexter  about  1690. Poindexter  had moved 
t o  New Kent County from Gloucastcr  by 1681, when he  is recorded a s  being 
i n  St. P e t e r ' s  Parish.  He was e l e c t e d  a vestryman of the  pa r i sh  i n  1690, 
bu t  he r e fuscd  t o  scrvc.  The back wing was added around 1790. The house 
i s  be l ieved t o  have l e f t  t h c  Poindexter  family circn 1830, and J.F. Gilmer'3 
1863 map of t h e  county shows t h a t  Criss Cross was occupied by S.P. Plarsters ,  
with Poindexters  s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  the  area .  The house is s a i d  t o  have been 
used a s  a commissary during t h e  War Between the  S ta t e s ,  and a a  a refuge f o r  
Mrs. Fitzhugh Lee a f t e r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of nearby White House by Federal  
Forces i n  1862. The p resen t  owners, M r .  and Mrs. E.E. Harr i son ,  bought t h e  
house i n  1953 and undertoolc extens ive  r e s t o r a t i o n .  They d id  no t  a t tempt  
t o  r e t u r n  t h e  house t o  i ts  exac t  o r i g i n a l  form, however, and t h e r e f o r e  
i n t e r e s t i n g  post-seventeenth century  i n t e r i o r  d e t a i l s  were r e t a ined .  
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7 .  r e tu rncd  to a  ha l l -and-par lor  plan. 
The i n t e r i o r  of Cr i s s  Cross r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r a l  system 

and s e v e r a l  r a r e  pcriod d c t o i l s .  The c e i l i n g  of t h e  porch chamber e x h i b i t s  
an cast-wcst  t r ansvc r sc  g i r d c r  i n t o  which f l o o r  j o i s t s  a r e  s e t .  This  cx- 
poscd framing i s  chamfcrcd, the  beam with ovolos and the  j o i s t s  wi th  cyma 
curvcs. A l a r g c  summcr beam running the  length  of t h e  bu i ld ing  and 
c h a ~ f c r e d  wi th  c a v e t t o ,  s o f f i t ,  and ovolo mouldings, and a  wall p l a t e  a r e  
supported a t  t h e  wa l l  between t h e  two rooms by a  decorated v e r t i c a l  post.  
The c a s t  and v e s t  s i d e s  of  t h e  p o s t ,  exposed i n  the  d iv id ing  ~ r a l l ,  c x h i b i t  
unusual. low-re l ie f  carvings.  The pos t  i s  s l i g h t l y  thickened j u s t  below 
t h e  summer bean., forming a  r cc t angu la r  bloclc wi th  a  hcavy h o r i z o n t a l  bead. 
Below i s  a  "scrolled" h e a r t  topped by an inve r t ed  triangle. The c e i l i n g  
j o i s t s  of t h e  h a l l  and p a r l o r  a r e  covered wi th  p l a s t e r ,  t h e  v i s i b l e  minor 
framing being a  1353 cosmetic add i t ion .  An o r i g i n a l  s e t  of double doors 
su rv ivcs  a t  t h e  en t r ance  from the porch chamber i n t o  t h e  h a l l .  They 
c o n s i s t  of f lu sh .vc rL ico1  boards whosc porch f a c c s  a r e  dcvclopccl wi th  s t i l e : .  
a  c c n r r n l  muntin, and lour  r o i . 1 ~ .  Thc c lcvac ion  of cnch door conoi.st of 
two v c r t i c a l  rcctangles .and squarcs nbovc a  lock r a i l  and long v c r t i c a l  
r cc tnng les  bclow, t h e  f l a t  panels  being framed by a  s e r i e s  of shal low ogee- 
curvc mouldings. The door a r c h i t r a v e  a l s o  has  a  p r o f i l e  b u i l t  up wi th  
moulding curves  not t y p i c a l  of  e igh teen th  century  Vi rg in i a  work. The h a l l -  
p a r l o r  doorway a l s o  r c t a i n s  i t s  e a r l y  frame, bu t  t h e  door i s  l a t e r .  Other 
doors  and s c v c r a l  mantels i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house and r e a r  a d d i t i o n  d a t e  from 
t h e  l a t c  e igh tcen th  and e a r l y  n ine teen th  c e n t u r i e s ,  inc luding  t h e  f r o n t  
door ,  whi~ch i s  cons t ruc ted  of  v e r t i c a l  beaded boards. . A  V ic to r i an  s t a i r  w i :  
a  hcavy turned ncvrel was moved bu t  r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  h a l l  during r e s t o r a -  

ti.on. Chair r a i l  t r i m  talrcn from o l d  bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  a r e a  was added then,  
a s  v7ns an i n t c r e s t i n g  p r o v i n c i a l  Adam-type mantel i n  t h e  pa r lo r .  

A c e l l a r  e x i s t s  under t h e  h a l l  and back wing. Between, t h e  c e l l a r ' s  
two rooms i s  a  l a r g e  square  door of v e r t i c a l  and h o r i z o n t a l  boards hung 
wi th  s t r a p  h inges  on p i n t l e s .  A f i l l e d - i n  arched opening of undetermined 
purpose i s  v i s a b l e  i n  the  e a s t  wa l l  o f  t h e  c e l l a r  below t h e  h a l l - p a r l o r  
d iv id ing  v1a11. 

E.A.C. 
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